LETTER TO MP/ COUNCILLOR TEMPLATE
[Your name]

[Your address]

[MP/ Councillor’s name]

[MP/ Councillor’s address]

[Date]

Dear [Councillor/MP XX]
Re: Cuts to third sector funding in London and impact on Disability Law Service and other organisations working in your area
As a resident of your [ward/borough/constituency], I am writing to you to let you know how deeply concerned I am about the proposed cuts to London Councils’ funding for the third sector. If these cuts go ahead, many disadvantaged individuals could lose their homes, employment, access to social care and benefits, at huge costs to your [ward/borough/constituency] and its taxpayers.  
As you may know, London Councils currently invests £26.4m per annum in charities who work across more than one London borough. London Councils has proposed that they withdraw funding, which it originally contracted to provide to charities until 2012, as early as 31 March 2011, which would have a devastating effect on vulnerable people in London and the organisations that support them.
I understand the pressures on public funding, but I would urge you to think about the consequences of these cuts in your [ward/borough/constituency]. If funding is ended on 31st March 2011 this will give organisations no time to adjust to new arrangements or find alternative sources of funding, and many may be forced to close.

You may not know that many of the local community groups in your area rely heavily on support provided by charities funded under the London Councils pan London scheme. When an individual seeks urgent advice about eviction, losing their job or social care services, or benefits, these groups will turn to these charities for advice, resources and training so that they can help people keep their homes and their livelihoods. 
Vital specialist services cannot be replicated borough by borough as they will ultimately be many times more expensive for local authorities. Many serve communities of interest, for example disabled people, and have built up a huge body of skills and expertise in their field which would be lost if services were forced to close or work solely within borough boundaries.  
(If applicable:
I have used the services of Disability Law Service, one of the currently funded organisations, and without their help….)

I would urge you to use your influence to ensure that London Councils preserves its funding for Disability Law Service and other charities until 2012, to enable a managed transfer to new funding arrangements and protect vulnerable Londoners.
Thank you very much for your time in reading this letter.
Yours sincerely,
[name]
